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the faithful, which is surrounded by the horm or
sanctuary Wooden bars across the side streets mark
the boundary, and in the days before the French
Protectorate any fugitive once he had passed it was safe
even if pursued by the Sultan's guards. Even now it is
unwise for the European to linger in front of the sacred
place, which contains curiously enough a remarkable
collection of clocks, and only a year or two ago I
received a blow with a club from a fanatical country-
man who presumably considered I had displayed undue
inqmsitiveness At night, on the other hand, you mav
wander where you will, and as it is then that Fez
possesses a certain mystic quality it is strange so few
people take advantage of the empty streets
Not far away lies the mosque and university of
Karouyin, which is famed throughout Islam and
attracts students from all over North Africa It is in
the heart of Fez, surrounded by a labyrinth of narrow
alleys, through which, without a guide, it is impossible
to find one's way Sometimes, looking down from the
roof of the Attarin Medersa into the great court of the
mosque, I have imagined that the vast building con-
tains the uneasy, restless soul of the city
'What sort of people are the Fasis?* the reader may
ask It is an important question For in Fez more
than anywhere else in Morocco discord and civil strife
have in the past originated, and it is in Fez that the
plans of the Nationalists, who however high-minded
they may be have been fated to do nothing but harm to
then- country, were laid. Of course it would be most
unfair to blame the Fasis for all this, since students and
pilgrims flock to the Karouym, the tomb of Mulai
Idriss, and the two hundred and thirty-four other
mosques, from all over Morocco.